CMS permits hand-sanitizer dispensers in hospital exit corridors 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services on March 25th announced that they will allow health care facilities to place alcohol-based hand-rub dispensers in exit corridors as long as certain safety precautions are met.  These safety precautions, such as placing dispensers at a minimum distance of 4 feet between installations, and in corridors that have a minimum width of 6 feet, are detailed in the Federal Register summary of the rule. A recent study commissioned by the American Society for Healthcare Engineering demonstrated that the dispensers could be safely installed, leading the National Fire Protection Association last year to amend its Life Safety Code, which CMS enforces. The American Hospital Association, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, fire safety professionals and many other stakeholders have advocated for exit/egress hallway placement to maximize usage.  For nursing homes without sprinkler systems, the rule requires installation of battery-operated smoke detectors in resident rooms and public areas without smoke detection systems.  This interim final rule will automatically go into effect May 24, following a 60-day comment period.
